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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIVE SERVICES — BUDGET 

141. Mr B. URBAN to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I refer to the Department of Corrective Services budget that was left in an absolute shambles by the Liberal–
National government. What is the current situation? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

I thank the member for Darling Range. If anybody in this house knows about the shocking state of affairs with 
the finances of the Department of Corrective Services, there is no better person than the member, given his 
background in adult corrective services. He knows a lot about this issue. 

As the Premier has just indicated, what the government has inherited is nothing short of a financial mess across 
the board, including in the Department of Corrective Services. I have raised a couple of these issues before—
once in the house—and I will raise them again, and I will add to those issues. The black holes that we have 
inherited from the previous government are just unbelievable. Going into the election, the Liberal Party promised 
a new prison. After the election, the Leader of the Opposition continued to promise to build a new prison. He 
indicated that he had money in the budget to build it. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No, we didn’t. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, he did. He indicated that he had money in the budget to build the new prison—
$650 million. As the former Treasurer knows, there was no money there. Like everything that he did before, it 
was smoke and mirrors. All that was allocated to that new prison was $1.2 million, member for Hillarys—not 
$1.5 million, but $1.2 million. So far, nothing has been done in that space—not a thing. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Because you sacked the commissioner. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Did the member say that I sacked the commissioner? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Is that what the member said? That is outrageous. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: I wasn’t listening to you. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Well, where is James McMahon? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I am sure that he is enjoying life. He told me he — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, let us get on to the question, please. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I hope that the former commissioner is enjoying life. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Transport, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I hope that the former commissioner is getting on and enjoying his life. 

The SPEAKER: I hope you are getting on with your answer, too. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I am getting on with the question myself. 

I will go to some of the other issues that we have inherited from the former government. There is $5.3 million in 
unfunded trailing commitments in youth justice in the Kimberley, $142.5 million in unfunded prison growth, 
$2 million committed to youth justice innovation improved justice programs, which is again trailing funding but 
there is no money, and I even need nearly $40 million just to keep the lights on. I have to go to the Treasurer and 
seek nearly $40 million for the Department of Corrective Services’ budget just to keep the lights on. That is over 
$800 million in black holes that the former government delivered to our government in just one portfolio. It is 
disgraceful, and former government members should hang their heads in shame. It is going to take a long time to 
sort this mess out, and it comes at a time when we have record prison population growth. The former 
government has delivered to the people of Western Australia an absolute basket case when it comes to the 
finances of the Department of Corrective Services. 
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The SPEAKER: Members, that is the end of question time. I want to make a statement. Each day I try to get six 
questions from the opposition and five from the government. If a member does not stand up in time, from now 
on, they will miss out. You know what you have to do; you stand and you have to say “Mr Speaker”. If you just 
stand, I will not acknowledge you. You have to stand and say “Mr Speaker”; that is part of the protocol. Does 
everyone understand that? 

Members: Yes, Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: Listen and learn. 
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